In May, 1882, I attended at the accouchement of Mrs.
expulsive pains sent the head into the world, and I expected the shoulders sooner than the}7 came. But after they cleared the vulva, I was surprised to find that the body did not follow. Thinking the delay likely to endanger the respiratory chances of the child, I assisted expulsion by gently pulling the body.
When the body was free, the cause of the detention was very apparent, in the shape of a very large bag, bulkier than the child's head itself, filled with cerebro-spinal fluid, constituting that tumour so often associated with spina bifida. The child's face was livid?quite black, indeed; signs of life were long of coming, but he eventually came to, and lived till Sunday afternoon, the 28th.
The father is a tall, muscular, healthy man, and the two former children are healthy, and quite an fait as to bodily perfection of formation. This unfortunate infant had a seconcl congenital malformation in the shape of talipes varus of both feet, to an extreme degree. A third congenital malformation consisted in the absence of the anus; and a fourth in the absence of the scrotum, and of the skin covering of the penis.
The nurse, an old and experienced one, asked privately whether it should be considered a boy or a girl. The Meantime, we must acknowledge that, to our minds, branchial arches and hand-shaped feet, and human-approaching brain and convolutions, do not express evolution from frogs, via tadpoles, fish, and apes, as a fact, but merely as an unsettled theory. We think rather we find fresh and new creations, not invariably higher in the animal scale, in the stony records of geology: not evolution.
Looking to the finished workmanship, so to express it, the crown and glory of all God's creation, granting that man conforms in structure to the general type of animal creation, it is possible that evolutionists may have erred in viewing too much the typication?the modus operandi?of the structure of our animal frame, and too little the evident superiority of the completed structure?the complicated being of body,
